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O 
nce more, the weather leading up to the annual soirée was less than spec-
tacular, as a snowfall (can’t quite call it a snowstorm) dropped three inch-
es or so on the greater Philadelphia area.  True, that doesn’t yield subarctic 
conditions, but it does yield enough salt on any major highway to make a 

soft pretzel jealous.  And with the halite comes 
the no-vintage-cars rule, so the classic vehicles 
stayed (relatively) dry and snug in owners’ gar-
ages until more clement conditions prevailed.  
But then again, it was late January, so that sort 
of weather is more or less par for the course. 

I 
n all, forty-two Valley Forge Members 
and their companions for the evening 
descended upon the Normandy Farms 
Hotel and Conference Center begin-

ning with the cocktail hour.  The high society 
style was set for the evening by the Lower Meri-
on High School jazz band, the renderings from 
which gave an appropriate sophisticated, big-city mood to the cocktail hour—and an 

extra fillip of entertainment was provid-
ed by VFR veep Andy Jacoby who sat in 
with the band for several numbers. (see 
evidence at left). 

F 
urther coverage in pictures that tell 
the story appear starting on page 4. 
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Here we go again: plenty of snow out there 
already, and the prediction of more mid week.  
Our 40+ year old tractor with snow blower at-
tachment that should be probably be languishing in 
a museum is instead working as hard this winter 
as last.  We had everything pretty well cleaned up 
after the last storm, and then the snow avalanched 
off the tin roof of the rear part of the garage and 
created a mound of hard-pack in front of the car 
doors that the old equipment can’t touch.  And 
yes, the gutter is again under there somewhere, 

and this time it’s not going back up. 

The Club Banquet at Normandy Farm Hotel and Conference 
Center in Blue Bell on 22 January was a wonderful occasion.  
Many thanks to Andrea Jacoby for planning and executing a 
great evening for us again this year.  Every detail was just right, 
including the tables centerpieces in beautiful wooden vases freshly 
turned to perfection by Andy Jacoby on his new lathe.  We en-
joyed a variety of entertainment, including favorites by the Lower 
Merion High School Jazz Band during the cocktail hour, a special 
slide show by John Barry consisting of views of the Grand Nation-
al 2010 in Kansas City set to – what else? – Kansas City by Fats 
Domino and other familiar rag time and blues songs, dancing to 
the stylings of Louisa and Joe Haggerty, and a background of slides 
of 2010 VFR shows and social activities.  Comments were over-
whelmingly positive and favorable, and as we reluctantly gathered 
our belongings at the end of a pleasant evening, several remarked 
that they would be pleased to do it again at the Normandy next 
year.  [From casual conversations, that appears to be precisely the 

plan.—Ed.] 

Speaking of gathering belongings, thanks to Jack Hotz for rescu-
ing the Club banner.  After remembering to bring it and remark-

ing on it being present, I left without it!   

Today is Groundhog Day, and the sage of Gobbler’s Knob, 
Punxsutawney Phil, is said to have observed no shadow, thus pre-
dicting an early spring.  Knowing about where Gobbler’s Knob is, 
I was curious how a shadow might have been possible in the early 
morning in the middle of the Blizzard of 2011 that at the time 
stretched from Maine to Texas.  I “Googled” the subject and had 
all the information I needed to satisfy my curiosity in an instant.  
At the critical moment, Phil was surrounded by a dozen or more 
men, all in black coats and wearing black top hats.  One scene in a 
video of the festivities pulled back enough to show blue sky in the 
background – in the middle of the Blizzard of 2011, mind you – 
but regardless, any light would have been blocked by the Men in 
Black.  No question, it was rigged for a feel-good result.  The 
most amazing thing was Phil’s demeanor; he was relaxed if not 
disengaged, eyes steady on the large crowd of people that had 
gathered to gaze at him.  I projected my thoughts onto Phil; 
“Why are all those silly people standing there in the freezing cold 
of an early morning in upstate Pennsylvania in the middle of the 

winter!”   

And that it is, the middle of the winter.  Like me, I’m sure 
many of our members look forward to this time of year to make 
some progress on car projects.  The holidays are over, roads are 

covered with salt and other horrible chemicals that shall never  

besmirch our collector iron, so now’s the time 
take the cars out of service for those projects.  
I’m grateful for the many friends in the Club that 
I can turn to for help, and who so freely give of 
their time and knowledge in response, and I’m 
sure that sentiment is common among our mem-

bers.   

This is also a good time to catch up on our read-
ing lists.  If there is anyone out there interested 
in Cadillacs, or interested in reading about Cadil-
lacs, search (OK, Google) an article by Dan Neil 

titled “Cadillac’s Insane, Unnecessary, Awesome Wagon”, pub-
lished 29 January in the Wall Street Journal.  I won’t ruin it by 
revealing anything further of the content than is already evi-
dent from the title, but aside from the object of the article 
being an example of wretched excess in several respects, I 
find this to be good news.  Why?  Because it seems to me it 
has aspects in common with the development by Cadillac of 
the V16 and V12, and the decision to persist with the devel-
opment in spite of the crash and the Great Depression, evi-
dencing a desire to jump ahead of the pack regardless the 
cost and potential for success in the marketplace.  Please 

look up the article and let me know what you think.   

Plans for 2011 VFR activities were reviewed briefly during 
the Banquet, and are well under way.  Please refer to the 
calendar on our Web site and in this and future issues of The 
Goddess for the very latest information about our upcoming 
activities.  One that I would like to highlight is a special 
presentation by Greg Landrey titled “Cadillacs and LaSalles 
of the DuPont Family” at the Winterthur Museum, Garden and 
Library on Sunday, 20 March.  Greg Landrey is a member of 
the VFR and a principal at the Museum, and has performed 
extensive research of DuPont family records in the Library to 
form the basis of the presentation.  This will be a very special 
event that will take the place of our March monthly meeting.  
Please find a flyer with additional information elsewhere in 
this issue (see page 8)*.  Thanks go to John Barry and of 

course to Greg Landrey for developing this event for us.   

But please don’t forget that before this special meeting in 
March will be our next regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, 
15 February 2011 at Baxter’s Great Valley, located at 20 Lib-
erty Boulevard Malvern/Great Valley, PA, 610.722.5920.  It is 
in a shopping center on Liberty Boulevard in Malvern directly 
across from the Desmond Hotel.  We need you there to 
help us make good progress on planning our 2011 activities 
and other topics in advance of the special meeting at Winter-

thur in March.   

 

* The flyer is strictly for information; no advance registra-
tion is required.  Bring guests: this is a rare treat to get a 
look at the day-to-day life of one of the most prominent 

families in America and the cars that moved them. 

The Goddess 
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There’s not a great deal to describe about a dinner/dance where forty-some people get together for good 

food, good drink, great conversation, and general all-around enjoyment: so there won’t be much space spent 

on words.  Rather, it’s time to toss a huge bouquet (perhaps the entire flower shop?) to AAAANDREANDREANDREANDREA    JJJJACOBYACOBYACOBYACOBY for 

making this all possible.  Herewith, pictorial evidence of the fruits of her endeavors. 

During the 

cocktail hour 

OK, so here we have some nepo-
tism in the form of a few pic-
tures of a certain editor’s wife.  
That’s called editorial license.  

Deal with it.  ☺ 
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Ladies representing all three VFR states: Florrie Wat-

kins [left] (PA); Nancy Hotz [center] (NJ); Chevonne 

Robison [right] (DE) 

More from the evening’s opening festivities 
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During the dinner hour… 

Shelley Chadick and 
Richard Sills represent-

ed our Central PA 
cousins 

John and 
Helen 
Wood 
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Hostess and consortHostess and consortHostess and consortHostess and consort    

Becky Hux and Becky Hux and Becky Hux and Becky Hux and 
Andy JacobyAndy JacobyAndy JacobyAndy Jacoby    

The Roth-The Roth-The Roth-The Roth-
mans in mans in mans in mans in 
conversa-conversa-conversa-conversa-

tiontiontiontion    
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More during the evening’s 

entertainment 

Richard Sills imparts wisdom and humor 

Andrea accepts the region’s plaudits for a 
job well done 

Views of the various tables 
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The Valley Forge Cadillac / LaSalle Club takes 
great pleasure in announcing a special meeting and 

presentation: 

Cadillacs and LaSalles of the 

DuPont Family 

This event will be held on SUNDAY, 20 
MARCH 2011 at TTTTHEHEHEHE    WWWWINTERTHURINTERTHURINTERTHURINTERTHUR    MMMMUSEUMUSEUMUSEUMUSEUM, , , , 

GGGGARDENARDENARDENARDEN    ANDANDANDAND    LLLLIBRARYIBRARYIBRARYIBRARY near Wilmington, DE.  An abbreviated 
VFR business meeting (replacing the usual monthly meeting) 
will precede this presentation by VFR member and Winter-
thur Director of Library, Collections Management and Aca-

demic Programs GREGORY LANDREY. 

Join the members of the Valley Forge Region for lunch in the 
cafeteria at the Visitor’s Center at 1:00 PM (a section of the 
cafeteria will be set aside for VFR members and guests), fol-
lowed by an abbreviated monthly meeting.  Greg Landrey’s 

presentation follows thereafter in the Rotunda. 

Following the presentation, VFR members and guests are welcome to 
tour the facilities on their own.   

VFR VFR VFR VFR MEMBERSMEMBERSMEMBERSMEMBERS: G: G: G: GUESTSUESTSUESTSUESTS    AREAREAREARE    VERYVERYVERYVERY    MUCHMUCHMUCHMUCH    ENCOURAGEDENCOURAGEDENCOURAGEDENCOURAGED!!!!    
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The Leake Auction literature is a The Leake Auction literature is a The Leake Auction literature is a The Leake Auction literature is a 
great toy catalog with something great toy catalog with something great toy catalog with something great toy catalog with something 
for nearly every automotive taste for nearly every automotive taste for nearly every automotive taste for nearly every automotive taste 
(I wouldn’t bother looking if (I wouldn’t bother looking if (I wouldn’t bother looking if (I wouldn’t bother looking if 
you’re in the market for a real you’re in the market for a real you’re in the market for a real you’re in the market for a real 

rust bucket, though).  To brighten the midwinter mood and get everyone in the spirit rust bucket, though).  To brighten the midwinter mood and get everyone in the spirit rust bucket, though).  To brighten the midwinter mood and get everyone in the spirit rust bucket, though).  To brighten the midwinter mood and get everyone in the spirit 
of spring on the way (maybe seven weeks of spring on the way (maybe seven weeks of spring on the way (maybe seven weeks of spring on the way (maybe seven weeks 
distant, with pitchers and catchers reporting distant, with pitchers and catchers reporting distant, with pitchers and catchers reporting distant, with pitchers and catchers reporting 
to camps in FL and AZ within the next two to camps in FL and AZ within the next two to camps in FL and AZ within the next two to camps in FL and AZ within the next two 
weeks), here we have a sampling of “leakey” weeks), here we have a sampling of “leakey” weeks), here we have a sampling of “leakey” weeks), here we have a sampling of “leakey” 
Cadillacs and LaSalles.Cadillacs and LaSalles.Cadillacs and LaSalles.Cadillacs and LaSalles.    

�eaked �adillacs 
and laSalles 
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Monthly Meeting Minutes: 18 January 2011 

Page 11 February 2011 The Goddess 

The Philadelphia Auto ShowPhiladelphia Auto ShowPhiladelphia Auto ShowPhiladelphia Auto Show took place in late January/early February, ending recently.  While in attendance, VFR 
board member Ronnie HuxRonnie HuxRonnie HuxRonnie Hux took these shots of an elegantly customized 1957 Cadillac Brougham.  Clearly a one-of-a-
kind car, this is a fine example of custom coachwork from the Eisenhower Era. 

Those fantastic fins evoke the days 
of Sputnik Suicide doors...brushed stainless 

steel top...liberal use of 
chrome...no expense spared! 

Some serious firepower under that 
hood 



Valley Forge Region Cadillac / LaSalle Club 

P. O. Box 637 

Southeastern PA 19399 

First class mail 

Next Meeting: 15 February 2011 

Deadline for submissions for March 2011 issue: 22 

February 2011 

GO GREEN!GO GREEN!GO GREEN!GO GREEN!    
Help the VFR go 
green and get 
The Goddess 
electronically!  
You’ll save pa-
per, resources, 
and energy—plus you get 
each and every issue in in in in 
color!color!color!color!  Contact John Barry 
at jdrbarry@comcast.net to 
make the change and give 
the green light to the 
electronic version. 

IN THIS ISSUE: 

• Annual banquet coverage 

• “Leake”-y Cadillacs 

• The Cadillacs (and lone 
LaSalle) of DuPont: pre-
view: a special monthly 
meeting and presentation 

This marvelous view shows Pennsylvania 
Avenue in Washington on a spring after-

noon in 1915.  What’s remarkable is the sign on the side of the 
Hotel Occidental: the hotel provided rentals of Cadillacs at 
$3/hour.  That’s roughly $66/hour in today’s currency: a figure that 

would make Avis, Hertz et. al. blush. 


