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Valley Forge Region events appear below in BOLD GREEN CAPITALS. Events backed by other CLC regions appear in purple
italics. All other events appear in black ordinary text.
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Q&A with Kit Foster: December 8. 2011
Categories: QGA
rausiin | December 5, 2011

Q. In the postwar years, Cadillac produced a commercial chassis supplied to the makers of professional vehicles
for funeral and ambulance conversions. This chassis differed from the production Cadillac wehicles in that it had a
wheelbase as long as 163 inches, although most later years used 155- to 158-inch wheelbases. On these cars,
exactly how much did Cadillac build and supply to the professional car manufacturers? From photographs, these
cars are chviously stock Cadillac from frant to windshield and cowl "I-_'ﬂzny corversions use rear bumpers and all
have Cadillac (aillarmps and quarter panel trim compaonents, But whal Cadillac factory sheel metal accompanied
each professional chassis delivered? What did the factory-supplied chassis actually look like?

Dawvicdh L Fluck, Quabertown Fa.

$2345
*

A | referred this question to frequent Qld Cars Weelly contributor Gregg D. Merksamer, wha has written
extensively on "professional cars.” His book, Frofessional Cars: Ambulances, Hearses and Flowsr Cars (Krause
Fublications, 20047, is quite comprehensive, but does not include details on vehicle construction. Gregg, who is
alzo publicity chair for the Professional Car Society, consulted Canadian historian YWalter MeCall, who had written
a related article for the PCS magazine some years ago. Walt responded with the photo seen here, from his
collection. It shows a couple of 1973 Cadillac commercial chassis on a transporter, ready for shipping. The cars
have the Cadillac nose and cowl, but no instrument panel. The rear bumper is strapped to the back of the chassis.
On the mid part of the chassis are two large boxes of ancillary parts. Meither Gregg nor Walt knew the exact
content of the boxes, but we surmise that since the cars used generally stock instrument panels, front seat and at
least parts of the rear fenders, those components would be found inside.
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